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Hn the world of electronics, the second phase of
anything is a vast improvement over the original. It
eliminates the shortfalls. Takes out the kinks.

Laser printers are a fine example. They truly repre-
sent the future of printing. But earlier technology is
painfully slow. Cumbersome. And greatly restricted.

You know that you are working with older tech-
nology when it seems to take forever to see a finished
printed piece. That’s because older systems rely upon
their printers to do the thinking.

Earlier laser printers include a processor which
receives instructions from a computer, translates
these into print commands and then tells the printer
to perform. Lengthy, complex pages can take any-
where from five to ten minutes to process.

Since it generally takes at least four or five trial
printouts to get a finished piece just right, working
with an outdated printer can cost you up to an hour
just waiting for something to happen. That doesn’t
even include print time.

With an Atari MEGA computer and an Atari
SLM804 printer it takes just about a minute* Which
means that if you are making five different printouts,
your total waiting time is all of 5 minutes.

Let’s talk pictures.

The Atari SLM804 prints at 300 dots per inch
(dpi). That's sharp. And accurate. Just look at the
illustrations we've created. And then picture your own
reports, charts, graphic designs, and engineering
drafts. But processing images takes time.

At 300 dpi, a 4 x 5-inch picture takes 225,000
bytes of memory. On a regular laser printer this data
has to travel through the computer’s serial port.

The Apple® Macintosh™ uses an RS422 port which
is considerably faster than the IBM®’s RS232 port. In
fact, the Mac runs at about 32 kilobytes per second.

Imaging data on the Atari runs at a blazing speed
that’s roughly nine to ten times faster than the Mac.

Enough said.
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Atari’s Publishing System
is the next generation.

A memory is a terrible thing to waste.

Quite a few of those other printers have their own
memory banks. They need them. Because they’ve got
to store the data they get from their computer. Folks
who own an older printer know that sometimes they
have to buy an extra memory upgrade kit because
their printer doesn’t have the capacity to handle a
page of text and graphics. Extra kits cost extra
money. And all that memory is useless when you're
not using the printer.

On an Atari, all the brainpower is in our MEGA 2
and MEGA 4 computers. So, when the printer is not
in use, you still have two or four megabytes of usable
RAM, respectively.

Expandable Power.

Atari MEGA computers offer exceptional publish-
ing versatility. Each system has a universal RS232
port and an industry-standard parallel port.

The RS232 is your window to the modem world
of electronic information and mail services. You can
communicate with a computer in the office or with a
friend’s system. It also connects to a serial printer or
any other RS232 device.

The Atari SLM804 hooks up to the system’s high-
speed Direct Memory Access (DMA) port. Which
leaves the parallel port free for additional equipment,
including printer/plotters. Of course, this same port
will accommodate many parallel printers on the market.
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It’s music to your ears.

Aside from simply transferring and printing
reports, figures, and graphic data, the Atari system
goes one better. The CPU has a built-in MIDI port,
too. Which means that if you are online to your musi-
cal composer through your modem port, you could
download an arrangement, play it back on the synthe-
sizer connected to your MIDI port, add lyrics to the
piece and print out the hit, score sheet and all!

Of course, if you are into spreadsheets, news-
papers, medical facts, automotive and fashion design,
your Atari handles that, too. Sans music. But you'll
feel like singing when you see your results.

Professional CAD 3-D software from Antic Pub-
lishing, word-processing programs such as Microsoft®
Write, and WordPerfect™ from WordPerfect Corpor-
ation—plus page layout programs like Migraph’s
Easy-Draw®, Publishing Partner™ by Soft-Logik Pub-
lishing Corporation™, Spectrum HoloByte's Fleet
Street Publisher™, and a great many more are all
available now.
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There just isn’t anything you can’t do if you set
your Atari to it. And you can do it so much simpler.
So much faster. For so much less.

*Benchmark based on system using Microsoft Write or
Migraph's Easy-Draw.

The brochure manuscript was originally prepared on an Atari
MEGA 4 using Microsoft Write. It was formatted for publication
in G.O. Graphic Inc.'s Atari Deskset™. The text is shown in
Century Textbook medium and medium italic. Headlines
appear in CG Times bold and bold italic. The specification page
uses CG Times bold and CG Triumvirate medium. Typeface
samples use Microsoft Write's current and soon-to-be released
word-processing fonts. The newsletter appearing on the sys-
tem monitor was developed by Frank Kofsky. 3-D graphics on
the specification page were produced on a MEGA 4 using Antic
Publishing Inc.'s Cyber Studio CAD-3D program.



Atari Desktop Publishing.
The system that makes text fit to print.

SLM804 SPECIFICATIONS

Printing Method

Developing Method
Printing Protocols

Warm-Up Time
Printing Speed

Resolution

Print Material
Paper Sizes

Paper Feed
Mechanism

Paper Exit

Toner Cartridge
,Drum Life

Average Monthly
Print Volume

Dimensions
(HxWxD)

Weight
Interface

Nonimpact electrophotographic semi-
conductor laser with scanning beam -

Write-to-white using dry toner

Emulates Diablo® 630 command set;
GDQOS printer driver support

Approximately 2 minutes

First page in approximately 22 seconds;
then eight pages_per minute

Horizontal 300 dots per inch
Vertical 300 dots per inch

Standard xerographic paper, envelopes,
labels, or transparencies

North American: letter and legal
European: A4 and B5

Auto feed with paper cassette, 250 sheets
maximum; manual feed feature

Face down, collated sequence, 50 sheets
maximum

3,000 pages
10,000 pages
3,500 pages

16.2 X 20.4 x 12.2 inches
(411 x 517 x 310 mm)

506 pounds (23 kg)
Parallel DMA to serial video
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